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Liberia prez to pay tribute to Liberian market woman

Ellen Johnson Sireaf, the first
woman ¢lected president of
Liberia — and the first woman
elected head of state in Africa -
comes ta Mew York City Wednes-
day, June 4 to pay tribute to that
country’s market wornen and the
extraordinary role African women
play in economic development by
launching the Sirleat Murket
Women's Fund's {SMWF)
Adopt-a-Market Campaign.

The goul of the campaizn is to
balster Liberia’s econemy and
cmpewer the market women and
their farmilies by building or recon-
structing at least 10 more markets
this wear and up to 50 markets
cver the next four years,

According to President Sirleaf,
herself the granddavghter of a
market worman. “These women
labor under very difficult condi-
tions.... Thev feed the nation by
farming, bw storing the food, by
selling the food sometimes under
the most difficult of siuations.
Spmetimes vou 2o into the mar-
ketplace and see them in the sun
and the rain. They sit there sell-
ing their wares to be ahle to put a
mical on the table for their family
al night. to be able to send their
children to schosal.™

The event will celebrate these
remarkable women. President
Sideaf will be joined by Actress
Cicely Tyson, and by SMWF hon-
orary co-chairs: the Honorable
Mary Rohinson, former president
of Ireland and former high com-
missioner of the UN High Com-
mission for Human Rights, and
Wangari Maathai. the 2004 Nobel
Peace Lawreate whoe founded
Kenva's Greenbelt Movement.

They will be joined by philan-

thropists Peter and Jenmifer
Buffett of the NoVo Foundation,
supporters of the 3MWF cam-
paign: and two Liberian market
wirmen brought to Mew York es-
pecially for this event by the
United Nations Development
Fund for Women (UNIFEM).

The evening will begin with a VIP
reception and silent auction of
items from the Eric Robertson Af-
rican Art Galleries. This will be
follovved by a program, incleding
entertainment. Ms. Tyson will
speak about her experience visit-
ing Liberian market women with
President Sirleaf as a member of
billionaire Fobert Johnson's del-
egation to Likeria lust vear. There
will also be o marketplace where
quilts and other items made by
Libzrian women will be sald.

The gala is co-sponsored by the
Sirleaf Market Women's Fund and
the African Women's Develop-
ment Fund-USA (AWDFE-USA) in
collabomtion with the New York
Society for Ethical Culture, and
United Social Services. Inc. The
event will take place ot the New
York Society for Ethical Culture. 2
West 64" Street in New York City.

Ticket prices range between 5540
and 5500 for the program only. An
exclusive question and answer
period will be held with the market
wormen after the main program for
those who purchase tickets for
5500 or above, Those purchasing
tickets for 31 (000 or more are able
te attend the VIF reception as wiell.

During the catastrophic civil war
that raged from 19849 to 2003,
Liberia's market women not only
fed the nation, they also prayed,
prtested and politicked for peace.
When the fighting stopped they

o

Ellen Johnson Sirleafl

organized to elect “Ma Ellen,” the
crunddaughter of a market woman
and an international economist.
Fresident Sirleaf took office in
Jarunry 2006,

President Sirleaf attributes her
clection to the market women. To
repay and honor them for every-
thing they had suffered and ac-
complished during long years of
huardship. “Ma Ellen™ pledged to
rebuild or build new markets for
them. In Mew York. just days after
her election. supporters of Liberia
and Africa decided the best way
they could assist in this effort
wiould be to establish the Sicleaf
Murket Women's Fund as an af-
filiate of the AWDF-USA.

Im 207, its first year of opera-
ticm, SMWF surveyed 1,726 mar-
keters to determine their needs. As

a result, ten markets have been
bavilt or rebailt — twa i the capital,
Monrovia, and eight in the coun-
iryside. Reconstruction includes
micra-credit, literacy and entrepre-
neurial training, clean water, sani-
tation. electricity. health care and
nursery schools. Since many mar-
ket women lest their bushands 1o
the long war or AIDS the women
were forced to become sole pro-
viders fior their extended families.
O average they carn less than 51
a day.

SMWF s Intermational Advisory
Committes includes: Dr. Reverend
Calvin Butts, [11. pastor of the Ab-
yasinian Baptist Church; Howarnd
Didsom, Chief of the Schomburg
Center for Besearch in Black Cul-
ture; Dir. Ruth B. Love, president,
REL Enterprises; Barbara A.

MeKinzie. Centennial International
President, Alpha Kappa Alpha So0-
rority. Inc.; Stephanie Vickers, presi-
dent. Friends of Liberia; and Dr.
Comel West of Primceton University.
Contributions to the Sirleaf Market
Women's Fund are tax deductible
throwgh the S01{cI(3) tax-cxempt sta-
tus of the African Women's Devel-
opment Fund-USA . For maore infor-
mation visit http:wsw smwi org.

The African Women's Develop-
mint Fund baszd in Ghana (AWDF)
is the first continent-wide grant-
making foundation in Africa which
suppants local, national and regional
arganizations in Africa working to-
wards women’s empowerment.
AWDF through institwtional capac-
ity building and programme devel-
opment seeks to build a culure of
learning and partnerships within the
African women's mavement.

The vision of AWDF is for Afri-
can women to live in a world in
which there is social justice, equal-
ity and respect for women's human
rights. To this end, its mission is o
mottlize financial resources to sup-
peert local, national and regional ink-
tigtives led by women. which will
lead to the achievement of this vi-
sion in the following thematic aneas;
wiomen's humian rights, political par-
ticipation, peace building, health and
reproductive rights, HIVVATDS. and
cronemic development.

Since its inception in 2000, the
Adfrican Women's Development
Fund has awarded over 578 million
in grants ta 575 women's organiza-
tions in 41 African countries. Its sis-
ter affiliate, Mew York City-hased
AWDF-USA, serves as SMWF's
fiscal agent and is one of its earliest
contributors. For more information
visit hitpzwww awdfong,




